S. CLEMENT'S CUSTOMARY 


1974 


Dear New Parishioner, 


Welcome to our parish family. Every family develops 
its customs and practices and on becoming a part of 
that family it would be well for you to familiarize 
yourself with these customs. So we have published this 
"S. Clement's Customary" for you to use. If you have 
any questions about it, please feel free to ask the 
clergy about any practice of the parish and the reason 
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It should be noted that in any family there may be 
disagreement, but if dissension rears its head, the 
family will be destroyed to the detriment and loss of 
everyone. In love and true Christian charity we must 
submit ourselves to the rules that govern and protect 


our family. 
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A_COMMUNICANT 


According to the National Canons (Laws) of the Epis- 
copal Church and those of the Diocese of Penna. and the 
Constitution and By-laws of this parish, a communicant 
is defined as follows: 


1) A person 21 years of age, both baptized and con- 
firmed. 

2) A person who makes an annual pledge to this parish. 

3) A person who makes his/her communion at least 3 
times per year. 

4) A person who should be at Mass each Sunday - when 
his brothers and sisters in Christ gather as’ a commu- 
nity to worship their God. 


Requirement #2 is from the by-laws of the parish and 
one should realize that a pledge once made is not an un- 
changeable thing. A call or a note to the rector or 
the accounting warden can change a pledge. Remember 
the Church is not out to extract money from her people, 
yet she feels they should feel some obligation toward 
God through His (God's) Church. 


dea 


A note on #3 - This requirement is from the Canons of 
the National Episcopal Church. Each Christmas, Easter, 
and Pentecost (ihitsunday) you are sent Communion slips 
which you should fill out and return so that ‘your Com- 


munions can be registered on the parish roles. 


One final note - when these requirements are not met, | 
you place yourself in a position of being a communicant- 
not-in-good-standing. It is not the Church who puts you 
out. You do it yourself by neglect of your duties and 
obligations. x ea 


SACRAMENTS 


One of the functions of a family is to meet the needs 
of its members. This is also true of a parish. Since 
God has ordained the Sacraments for man's use and ap- 
pointed the Church to administer them, we will set forth 
the requirements of each of them. 


BAPTISM 

This Sacrament, except in emergency and for grave rea- 
son, is administered in the context of a service in the 
Church. When the Christian community gathers she initi- 
ates (brings in) the new Christian into the family of God. 
If the person is an adult they need no sponsors (god- 
parents) since they can make their own promises to God 
and the Christian community. However, in the case of a 
small child this is not the case. Since the child is too 
young to make these promises, some person must make them 
in his name. These sponsors, (godparents) it would seem, 
must be very aware of what they are doing and also aware 
of the spiritual responsibility they are assuming for 
this child and the responsibilities they are assuming on 
their own part. (BCP Page 276) 

In light of all this an instruction of godparents and 


parents seems to be in order. This can be arranged by a 
call to the clergy of the parish. 


Since Baptism is not magic we in this parish do not 
indiscriminately baptize any child presented to us. A 


sf child of a parishioner is always baptized when it is re- 


quested. However, if a child is to be raised as a Chris- 
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tian (the reason for Baptism) he must live in a Chris- 
tian atmosphere all the time. Therefore, only the 
children cf communicants-in-good-standing will be bap- 
tized. 


CONFIRMATION 


Although the Church is rethinking the whole relation- 
Ship of Baptism and Confirmation at the present time, 
we shall at present continue with the previous practice ~ 
of Confirmation at an age when the child can understand 
the obligations he/she is assuming for himself/herself. 
There of course must be a period of instruction to pre- 
pare for this "coming of age" in the Christian commu- 
nity. This again can be arranged by contacting the 
clergy of the parish. 

In the case of adults who wish to seek Confirmation, 
the same procedure is followed. It should be noted 
that in the case of adults these classes are limited to 
one or two persons, as we feel that everyone starts 
from a different level of knowledge and the only way 
for a person to have a real chance to learn is on an 
almost one to one level. 

The time when Confirmation is administered is an open 
question. However, in the recent past we have attempted 
to have a Bishop at the parish Church on S. Clement's 
Day, November 23, and ask permission for him to confirm 
and receive persons at that service. Hopefully, we can 
continue this practice in the future. 


RECEPTION 


There are those who have been confirmed in another 
branch of God's Holy Catholic Church, such as a communi- 
cant of one of the Orthodox Churches (Greek, Russian, 
Syrian, etc.) or the Polish National Catholic Church, 
Old Catholic Church, or Roman Catholic Church. After a 
period of instruction to insure that these persons in- 
deed want to change to the Anglican (Episcopal) disci- 
pline, these persons are received into the Church rather 
than being confirmed, since they have already been con- 
firmed by a Bishop of a recognized part of the Catholic 
Church. Again, you need only to contact the clergy. 
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COMMUNION 


This Sacrament is the very essence of being a Chris- 
tian. It is the chief Sacrament our Lord ordained. Ac- 
cording to the rubrics (rules in small type) of the Book 
of Common Prayer, as soon as one has been confirmed or 
"is ready and desirous of being confirmed" (BCP Page 299), 
he or she shall be admitted to Communion. Under this 
rubric it rests upon the clergy to admit a person to Com- 
munion. Once this is done we continue to make our Commun- 
jon until such time that we cut ourselves off from the 
Sacrament by some action contrary to the Church's stated 
discipline or rules. 

Under normal circumstances one would present himself to 

make his Communion at one of the Masses on sie or 
during the week. 


SICK COMMUNIONS 


If for any reason you are prevented from coming tc the 
parish Church you may make your Communion at any time 
(night or day) by simply calling the clergyhouse and mak- 
ing an appointment for the clergy to come and bring your 
Communion. You should not feel this is an imposition 
on the clergy since that is what we are here for. How- 
ever, you must remember that like your doctor we must 
know you need us before we can come. 


“SICK CALLS 


Perhaps we should take this up here. When you call 
the doctor and are i111 you should call the clergy at the 
same time. There are several reasons for this: 


1) As you know we pray each day for the sick and we 
would like to pray for any sick person, especially a 
parishioner. 

2) We would like, as soon as possible, to visit you 
and see if there is any aid we can give. 

3) We would bring your Communion to you, if you desire. 

4) For those who are gravely i11, we would like to 
have the service of anointing the sick (Holy Unction) as 
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it is written in the Epistle of S. James 5:13. 


This should not be confused with Last Rites (Extreme 
Unction) as will be discussed later. 


PENANCE 


This to some people is a ticklish subject. Let it be 
stated it is a Sacrament required of no one, needed by 
all and practiced by few! This Sacrament is available 
on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sundays before 11:00 Mass. 
If you desire to make your Confession (Sacrament of Pen- 
ance), please sit in the rear of the Church near the 
confessionals and wait your turn. It should be remem- 
bered that in addition to these hours you can make your 
Confession at anytime by simply calling the clergy and 

making an appointment to meet one of them in the Church. 
If you need help in preparing to make your Confession, 
please feel free to call and ask to see one of the 
priests about it. 

In conjunction with this it should be stated that if 
you have any type of problem (regardless of how large 
or small) you can get clergy assistance by a single am 
phone call and appointment. The reason the Church main- 
tains an instructed and trained clergy is to assist her 
parishioners in need. Remember one of the great advan- 
tages of counselling with your clergy is that the Seal 
of the Confession can be applied to any conversation, 
thus protecting your confidential coMersas on at any- 
time. 


HOLY MATRIMONY 


This is the Sacrament performed by two people in the 
presence of God and this company. (See BCP Page 300) 
The Church then allows one of her ministers to place 
the Church's blessing (in God's name) on the vows made. 
Since one would like to share with their family the 
joys of their marriage the "whole family" (the parish) 
is always invited to the wedding. A wedding is a 
public service of the Church. Therefore, although not 
sent formal invitations, the whole Christian family is 
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automatically invited. In light of this, no weddings 
will be performed for those who are not a part of this 
Christian family. The pure sentimentality of a building 
(Church), etc. . . . has no place in modern Christianity. 
Also, it must be remembered that marriage and Christian 
marriage are two distinctly different things. One is a 
simple contractual agreement, the other a Sacrament. It 
should be noted that the Canons of the Church require 
marriage instructions, and the time for this should be 
arranged well in advance of the proposed wedding date to 
prevent disappointment and the necessity of cancelling 
or rearranging of dates and places. 


HOLY UNCTION 


When a person is near the point of death, the clergy 
should be called to administer the Viaticum (literally 
translated - "food for a long journey"). Thus, the 
Christian soul leaves the body and this world prepared 
for its flight into the arms of the God who brought it 
into this world, redeemed it, and finally receives it 

-again to Himself. If the person is able, it will include 
(if the person desires) a Confession of one's sins, the 
assurance of God's forgiveness, the last anointing of the 
mortal body, and the receiving of our Lord's Body and 
Blood, and the final commendation of the soul to the love 
and mercy of God. 


DEATH 


The final Sacrament for each of us is the burial of 
our mortal remains. For centuries the Christian commu- 
nity has gathered together to bury her dead. It has 
always been a function of the whole community to gather 
together in their customary place of worship (the Church). 
The customary service is a Mass for the dead. This may 
be done with the body present or absent as is the case. 
However, it should be noted that those of the parish 
family are the only ones to be buried in this manner. 

As was once put so aptly, "If they did not come to 
Church when they were alive, why should we force them to 
come now that they are dead." Although it may be the 
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obligation of the clergy to bury the dead as an act of 


Christian charity, it is not their obligation to bring i : 


any person's body into Church to bury them - that is 
reserved to communicants-in-good-standing only. 


One further note - if you have read this customary 
through, you will find everything in it is oriented to 


the Christian family (or parish). This is not acciden- 


tal - purely intentional. From the very beginning 
(even in the Book of Acts of the Apostles - New Testa- 
ment) we see this as a consistent thread of Christian 
practice. Later in Christian history we see the same 
thing happening. Therefore, it seems that we should 
continue this ancient custom. However, we should not 
lose sight of the fact that we are a part of the larger 
family - the Diocese, the National Church, the Anglican 
Church throughout the world. This is paralleled by the 
situation of our being a family in the city of Phila- 
delphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, in the U.S.A., 
in the world. We have obligations to all these various 
divisions of the political structure and thus to the 
ecclesiastical structure as well. 
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